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An information newsletter promoting full family learning at The Family Learning House.
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Just a reminder that the Family Learning House will
close for spring festival beginning Monday February
12, 2007 and reopen on Monday March 5, 2007. We
wish all families a joyful and prosperous new year.
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February 9, 2007
Half Day for All Children
Class Dismissed at 11:30AM

February 10 - March 4, 2007
School Closed
SPRING FESTIVAL HOLIDAY

March 5, 2007
All Classes Resume
Second Term Begins

EVERY THURSDAY
9AM - 10:30AM
Parent’s Support Meeting

EVERY FRIDAY
9-11AM
Ayi Training Workshop

Virtues |n (s /e

The focus of our January 17, 2007 parent learning workshop was The Family
Learning House moral education curriculum. Special thanks to our speakers
Shiva Yan and Karyn Robarts and to Michelle Xu for conducting hands-on virtues

lessons for the parents. Look for information about our next Parent Learning The I:amil Lcaming HOUSC
Workshop in the next Parent Points newsletter. 9
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Virtue of the Week
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To wrap up our two week study of Obedience children in the primary
classroom were happy to welcome a local dog trainer, Miss Zhang. Her dog
was able to show obedience when he could roll over, speak and lay still on
command. Please review the information below to learn more about this
week’s virtue: Joyfulness.
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Virtue of the \Week

Every two weeks our character education program brings a
different virtue into focus. Please take a minute to review the
following information to help demonstrate the place our virtue
of the week has in your life.

Remember, the best way we can guide our children is to
model the behavior we expect to see in them.

Joyfulness is being filled with happiness, peace, love and a
sense of well-being. Joy is inside us all. It comes from an
appreciation for the gift of life. Joy comes when we are doing
what we know is right. Joy is the inner sense that can carry
us through the hard times, even when we are feeling very
sad.

| am practicing joyfulness whenll . ..

Look inside for happiness

Enjoy whatever | am doing

Appreciate some gift in my life

Appreciate some gift in myself

Feel an inner peace even when things are tough

I am thankful for the joy I feel inside. | enjoy my work
and my play. | appreciate the gifts this day holds for me.



Katc‘s Comcr

CVERYTHINGINLIFE
ISEDUCATION

My earlier articles have explained the
Montessori term “The Absorbent Mind”
which identifies children’s abilities to adapt
to their environment, taking in everything
around them like a sponge. This ability
means that every moment in a child’s life is
an educative moment.

You spend a large amount of time finding
the perfect school and teacher for your
children, as you should, as their formal
education will aid their future success. The
largest factor in your child’s education,
however, comes from the home, and you
as your child’s parent. Grabbing onto
moments to inspire and hook your children
into learning will kindle their passion
throughout their life. It is important to
recognize that everything that you do with
your child is education and you need to
provide the most enriching moments
possible.
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MOMENT L

You are at the flower
market choosing some
flowers for a friend.
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You are grocery shopping
together.
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You spot a praying
mantis .
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Your child refuses to
brush his teeth.
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Talk about the various kinds of flowers, what colours
of flowers go well together, what flowers are your
friends favorite and how best to present them in the
most beautiful way.
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Talk about the four food groups necessary to make
up a meal, give your child clear choice to allow them
to choose some of the food for the family (ie.
Broccoli or spinach; rye bread or whole wheat bread,
etc.) Making your child a part of the process and
allowing them to make choices may stem their need
to ask for something that is not on the list.
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Examine the 3 body parts, count the legs, have a

discussion about what makes a praying mantis an

insect. Describe how a praying mantis uses its front
legs to hold its prey.
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Talk about cavities and tooth decay, you could go as
far as to show them pictures of healthy and diseased
teeth. You could even teach him a tooth brushing
song (e.g. [to the tune of 3 blind mice] Brush your
teeth, round and round, circle small, gums and all.

A small soft toothbrush the round and round way, will
help fight cavities and stop tooth decay. So brush
very carefully three times a day. Go round and
round.
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